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Saul Is Anointed 
 
Saul, The Son Of Kish (1 Sam. 9:1-2) 
1 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish the son of Abiel, the son of 
Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power. 2 
And he had a choice and handsome son whose name was Saul. There was not a more 
handsome person than he among the children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he 
was taller than any of the people. 
 

• Notice the immediate contrast: Samuel’s name means “heard by God,” but Saul’s 
name simply means “asked for.” God was mostly left out of the equation! 

• Saul is a man of Benjamin, the smallest tribe. 
o There had been a terrible civil war against Benjamin arising out of a story 

which was similar to the story of Sodom. 
o This was is described beginning at Judges 19. 
o Benjamin’s numbers and power were drastically reduced. In fact, they 

never regained their numerical strength. Benjamin was eventually 
absorbed by the leading Tribe of Judah. 

o However, despite its small size, Benjamin continued to be prominent. 
Famous people from Benjamin included King Saul, Mordecai and Esther, 
and the Apostle Paul. 
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• Saul was the son of a prominent man called Kish, a man of great wealth. 

• Saul was the best-looking man in the land, and apparently the tallest. 

• All these things are a picture of worldly success and power.  
 
Missing Donkeys (1 Sam. 9:3-5) 
3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. And Kish said to his son Saul, 
“Please take one of the servants with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys.” 4 So 
he passed through the mountains of Ephraim and through the land of Shalisha, but 
they did not find them. Then they passed through the land of Shaalim, and they were 
not there. Then he passed through the land of the Benjamites, but they did not find 
them. 5 When they had come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with 
him, “Come, let us return, lest my father cease caring about the donkeys and become 
worried about us.” 
 

• The first clue to Saul’s deficiencies comes right at the outset, and it’s that he and 
his family are not good shepherds. This tells us Saul will not be a good leader. 

• To his credit, Saul and his servant make a good effort. However, he is not capable 
of finding these animals.  

 
Going To The Seer (1 Sam. 9:6-10) 
6 And he said to him, “Look now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is an 
honorable man; all that he says surely comes to pass. So let us go there; perhaps he 
can show us the way that we should go.” 7 Then Saul said to his servant, “But look, if 
we go, what shall we bring the man? For the bread in our vessels is all gone, and there 
is no present to bring to the man of God. What do we have?” (continue on next page) 
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8 And the servant answered Saul again and said, “Look, I have here at hand one-
fourth of a shekel of silver. I will give that to the man of God, to tell us our way.” 9 
(Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he spoke thus: “Come, let us 
go to the seer”; for he who is now called a prophet was formerly called a seer.) 10 Then 
Saul said to his servant, “Well said; come, let us go.” So they went to the city where the 
man of God was. 
 

• Strangely, Saul seems to be ignorant of spiritual things. 

• We will soon find out that Saul is from Gibeah, where the terrible rape story 
happened in the Book of Judges. So, Saul is from the place which probably had 
the worst moral reputation in all of Israel at that time. 

• His lack of a gift also shows his lack of preparation and leadership ability. 

• We see how a prophet used to be called a seer. One is more of a visual ministry, 
and the other is more of a speaking ministry. 

• Saul does not seem to be an “idea man.” 
 
A Sacrifice At The High Place (1 Sam. 9:11-14) 
11 As they went up the hill to the city, they met some young women going out to draw 
water, and said to them, “Is the seer here?” 12 And they answered them and said, “Yes, 
there he is, just ahead of you. Hurry now; for today he came to this city, because there 
is a sacrifice of the people today on the high place. 13 As soon as you come into the city, 
you will surely find him before he goes up to the high place to eat. For the people will 
not eat until he comes, because he must bless the sacrifice; afterward those who are 
invited will eat. Now therefore, go up, for about this time you will find him.” 14 So they 
went up to the city. As they were coming into the city, there was Samuel, coming out 
toward them on his way up to the high place. 
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 



 

4 

• The case of the talkative young Israelite women. Comic effect? 

• At that time, people were still allowed to worship on high places and hills. 

• This was likely Ramah, which was built out of two hills. 
  
 

 
Old Sketch of Ramah and Rachel’s Tomb 

 

• Today, Rachel’s Tomb is located at the northern entrance of Bethlehem.  
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This One Shall Reign (1 Sam. 9:15-21) 
   15 Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear the day before Saul came, saying, 16 
“Tomorrow about this time I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you 
shall anoint him commander over My people Israel, that he may save My people from 
the hand of the Philistines; for I have looked upon My people, because their cry has 
come to Me.” 
   17 So when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said to him, “There he is, the man of whom I 
spoke to you. This one shall reign over My people.” 18 Then Saul drew near to Samuel 
in the gate, and said, “Please tell me, where is the seer’s house?” 
19 Samuel answered Saul and said, “I am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, 
for you shall eat with me today; and tomorrow I will let you go and will tell you all 
that is in your heart. 20 But as for your donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not 
be anxious about them, for they have been found. And on whom is all the desire of 
Israel? Is it not on you and on all your father’s house?” 
   21 And Saul answered and said, “Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of 
Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then do 
you speak like this to me?” 
 

• Samuel already has revelation from God about Saul. Then he further blows his 
mind by coming out with this statement that all the desire of Israel is upon him. 

 
Special Seat, Special Portion (1 Sam. 9:22-26) 
22 Now Samuel took Saul and his servant and brought them into the hall, and had 
them sit in the place of honor among those who were invited; there were about thirty 
persons. 23 And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion which I gave you, of which 
I said to you, ‘Set it apart.’ ” 24 So the cook took up the thigh with its upper part and set 

it before Saul. And Samuel said, “Here it is, what was kept back. It was set apart for 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 



 

6 

you. Eat; for until this time it has been kept for you, since I said I invited the people.” 
So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 25 When they had come down from the high place 
into the city, Samuel spoke with Saul on the top of the house. 26 They arose early; and 
it was about the dawning of the day that Samuel called to Saul on the top of the house, 
saying, “Get up, that I may send you on your way.” And Saul arose, and both of them 
went outside, he and Samuel. 
 

• Samuel also gives Saul the best part of the meat, the part reserved for the priests.  

• It was normal to relax on the roof in that culture.  
 
 
Saul Is Anointed (1 Sam. 9:27-10:1) 
27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the 
servant to go on ahead of us.” And he went on. “But you stand here awhile, that I may 
announce to you the word of God.” 10:1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it 
on his head, and kissed him and said: “Is it not because the LORD has anointed you 
commander over His inheritance?” 
 

• Samuel anoints Saul out of a flask, which will become significant later on.  

• The anointing was done in secret, but it couldn’t stay hidden for very long. This 
was symbolic of the Holy Spirit’s coming upon a person for their mission. 

• Samuel doesn’t use the Hebrew word for a king. His meaning is clear, but this 
could be another negative sign, that Saul will not be the king Israel is asking for.  
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