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A Reluctant Leader 
 
Anointing And Instructions (1 Sam. 10:1-8) 
1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed him and said: 
“Is it not because the LORD has anointed you commander over His inheritance?  
 

• Saul had been reluctant to think that he, of all people, might be the king. 

• Notice that Saul is anointed with oil that comes from a flask. This speaks of the 
work and strength of men. Contrast with the anointing of David.  

 
2 When you have departed from me today, you will find two men by Rachel’s tomb in 
the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to you, ‘The donkeys which you 
went to look for have been found. And now your father has ceased caring about the 
donkeys and is worrying about you, saying, “What shall I do about my son?” ’ 3 Then 

you shall go on forward from there and come to the terebinth tree of Tabor. There 
three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you, one carrying three young goats, 
another carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a skin of wine. 4 And 
they will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, which you shall receive from 
their hands. 5 After that you shall come to the hill of God where the Philistine garrison 
is. And it will happen, when you have come there to the city, that you will meet a group 
of prophets coming down from the high place with a stringed instrument, a 
tambourine, a flute, and a harp before them; and they will be prophesying. 6 Then the 
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Spirit of the LORD will come upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be 
turned into another man. 7 And let it be, when these signs come to you, that you do as 
the occasion demands; for God is with you. 8 You shall go down before me to Gilgal; 
and surely I will come down to you to offer burnt offerings and make sacrifices of 
peace offerings. Seven days you shall wait, till I come to you and show you what you 
should do.” 

• Samuel gives Saul a set of prophetic instructions (signs) that were meant to 
encourage Saul in his newborn kingship. Could there be a real partnership 
between the prophetic and the administrative offices? 

o The first sign shows God’s supernatural knowledge of Saul and His Divine 
providence on Saul’s behalf. 

o The second sign shows Saul that he can be considered an anointed person. 
That bread was for anointed men. 

o The final sign was that the Spirit of the Lord would come upon him, and he 
would sense God's power and enabling as never before. 

o The language of the Spirit coming upon him had been seen in the Book of 
Judges, when God wanted to deliver Israel: Othniel (Judges 3); Gideon 
(Judges 6); Jephthah (Judges 11); and, of course, Samson (Judges 13ff.).  

 
 
Is Saul Among The Prophets? (1 Sam. 10:9-13) 
9 So it was, when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, that God gave him 
another heart; and all those signs came to pass that day. 10 When they came there to 
the hill, there was a group of prophets to meet him; then the Spirit of God came upon 
him, and he prophesied among them. 11 And it happened, when all who knew him 
formerly saw that he indeed prophesied among the prophets, that the people said to 
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one another, “What is this that has come upon the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the 
prophets?” 12 Then a man from there answered and said, “But who is their father?” 
Therefore it became a proverb: “Is Saul also among the prophets?” 13 And when he 
had finished prophesying, he went to the high place. 
 

• Saul seems to be committed to serve the Lord. A real work of God may not be a 
deep work of God! What is our responsibility to grow in grace? 

  Let us know, 
  Let us pursue the knowledge of the LORD. 
  His going forth is established as the morning; 
  He will come to us like the rain, 
  Like the latter and former rain to the earth. (Hosea 6:3) 

• Apparently, Saul’s behavior wasn’t what people would expect from him. 

• “Who is their father?” 

• We might think Saul would have been encouraged by all these things, but was 
this the case?  

 
 
The Anointing Kept A Secret (1 Sam. 10:14-16) 
14 Then Saul’s uncle said to him and his servant, “Where did you go?” So he said, “To 
look for the donkeys. When we saw that they were nowhere to be found, we went to 
Samuel.” 15 And Saul’s uncle said, “Tell me, please, what Samuel said to you.” 
16 So Saul said to his uncle, “He told us plainly that the donkeys had been found.” But 
about the matter of the kingdom, he did not tell him what Samuel had said. 
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• This uncle may be Ner, the father of Abner, the future commander of Saul’s army. 

• Was it good or bad that Saul doesn’t tell his uncle about having been anointed?  
 
 
A Reluctant Leader (1 Sam. 17:24) 
   17 Then Samuel called the people together to the LORD at Mizpah, 18 and said to the 
children of Israel, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I brought up Israel out of 
Egypt, and delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all 
kingdoms and from those who oppressed you.’ 19 But you have today rejected your 
God, who Himself saved you from all your adversities and your tribulations; and you 
have said to Him, ‘No, set a king over us!’ Now therefore, present yourselves before the 
LORD by your tribes and by your clans.” 
   20 And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of 
Benjamin was chosen. 21 When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by 
their families, the family of Matri was chosen. And Saul the son of Kish was chosen. 
But when they sought him, he could not be found. 22 Therefore they inquired of the 
LORD further, “Has the man come here yet?” And the LORD answered, “There he is, 
hidden among the equipment.” 
   23 So they ran and brought him from there; and when he stood among the people, he 
was taller than any of the people from his shoulders upward. 24 And Samuel said to all 
the people, “Do you see him whom the LORD has chosen, that there is no one like him 
among all the people?” So all the people shouted and said, “Long live the king!” 
 

• We have to assume that this is a large gathering, with all the tribes represented. 
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• Samuel again speaks the word of the Lord to them and tells them that they have 
rejected the God who had saved them. His intention is that by the casting of lots, 
or by other means, he is going to show them whom God has chosen. 

• This would involve a major miracle. 

• How did ancient people receive guidance from the Lord? One way was by the 
casting of lots. They would have believed that God was directing the choice.  

• A more mysterious way of determining what to do was by the Urim and 
Thummim. These were two sacred objects, possibly “Lights and Perfections.” 

o These were placed inside the breastplate of the High Priest. They were 
considered to reveal God’s will when a question was asked of them. 

o Perhaps one would light up for yes or no, or one stone might be taken out 
of the breastplate as opposed to the other one. Others believe that different 
precious stones on the breastplate would light up to give an answer. 

o Eventually the Urim and Thummim were lost to the Jews. The last we hear 
of them is in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, but it seems that even then 
(5th century B.C.) they had already been lost. 

• Towards the end of the First Book of Samuel, in Chapter 28, it says …when Saul 
enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by 
Urim, nor by prophets. (1 Sam. 28:6)  

 
 
What about us? 

• As Christians, we are never told to rely on the casting of lots. All of us now have 
the Holy Spirit. We have a better covenant, that is built on better promises, and a 
big part of that is the enhanced relationship that we have with the Holy Spirit. 
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• If we have no apparent supernatural guidance, we still have Colossians 3:15, 
which tells us to let the peace of God rule in our hearts.  

 
Saul Is Chosen 

• Samuel keeps narrowing it down until Saul himself is selected. But he couldn’t be 
found anywhere. God revealed that he was hiding among the equipment. Here is 
Saul’s fear coming out for the first time in a major way. 

• Now he is the leader both by God’s choice, and the people’s acclamation.  
 
 
A New Day Begins (1 Sam. 10:25-27) 
25 Then Samuel explained to the people the behavior of royalty, and wrote it in a book 
and laid it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his 
house. 26 And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and valiant men went with him, whose 
hearts God had touched. 27 But some rebels said, “How can this man save us?” So they 
despised him, and brought him no presents. But he held his peace. 
 

• We don’t know what is meant by Samuel explaining the behavior of royalty. 

• A few men had a heart to see Israel prosper. But there were also sons of Belial. 

• Saul held his peace. He neither rebuked them, nor reached out to them. We are 
not sure if this is a positive or a negative response. 
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